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tear-drop shaped 

vase with long neck 

in the Persian 

manner, painted with 

gum blossoms in 

colours 

50 x 23 x 23cm. 

Gallery Ace. 

4:0077, gift of 

Sir Henry Doulton 

1892 , - 3 * 

Louis Bilton 
and Australian flora 

GLENN R. COOKE 

Sir Henry Doulton (1820-1897), the 
director of the famous pottery, 
Doulton & Company, decided to 

deposit a selection of the best of his 
factory's products throughout die British 
Commonwealth with the view of 
encouraging appreciation of English 

ceramics as well as inspiring emulation 
for the nascent industries of England's 
far flung colonies. Thus, in 1892, he 
presented a selection of some dozen 
items to the Queensland Museum. A 
much larger group of works was 
presented to the Museum of Applied Arts 
and Sciences, Sydney. 

When the Queensland Art Gallery was 
established three years later, they were 
transferred to the new organisation as fine 
examples of 'art industry'. In effect, the 
decorative arts were one of the first aspects 

APPLIED ART. 

to be represented in the collection. 
The Doulton Pottery and Porcelain 

Company was established by John Doulton 
(1793-1873) at Lambeth, South London, in 
1815 as 'Doulton & Watts' and was known 
as such until 1858, when it became Doulton 
& Co. It specialised in stoneware sanitary, 
domestic, laboratory and other useful 
articles. In about I860 it began to revive 
earlier types of stoneware, notably copies of 
18th century brown stoneware vessels, and 
from 1862 onwards it produced salt-glazed 
stonewares with blue decoration. 

From 1866 the pottery was closely 
associated with the Lambeth School of Art, 
then directed by the progressive John 
Sparkes, who trained such famous potters as 
the Martin brothers and George Tinworth. 

In 1870 the French painter J.C. Cazin 
joined Doulton and introduced sgraffito 
techniques, which were taken up by 
Hannah Barlow and her sister Florence, 
who worked for Doulton from the 1870s 

Illustration of 

decorated by Bilton from 

Richard T. Baker. The 

Australian Flora in Applied 

Art, Sydney, 1915, fig. 25 
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Two 'Spanish ware plates c. 1890s. The subjects. 'Du arf eucalyptus' (23.5cm diam.) and 'Australian clematis' (32 

x 23.5cm), are named on the back. Bilton's signature is visible on the detail at left. Private Collation. Brisbane 

S 
onwards, decorating wares with animal and 
other scenes. By the early 1870s, Continental 
collectors and even museums had begun 
buying Doulton's 'artistic' products, and the 
extraordinary and rapid success of these 
was reflected in the steep increase in the 
number of 'art potters' employed at the 
Lambeth works: six in 1873, 44 in 1875, 345 
in 1890. 

In 1878, after revelling in the success of 
the salt glaze work, Henry Doulton decided 
to expand into manufacturing art 
earthenware. His established a partnership 
with Shadford, Pinter at Burslem in 
Staffordshire but the production was a 
failure and the partnership dissolved. 
However John Slater, the manager at 
Burslem, appreciated the potential of 
developing tone china for the factory and 
was sent to France to study the famous 
collections at Sevres and Limoges. His 
campaign led to the establishment of a tone 
china works at Burslem, and soon the 

factory was producing some of the finest 
decorated bone china tableware and 
artware in England. 

Doulton's exhibit of over 200 pieces at the 
1893 Chicago International Exhibition 
reaffirmed the international reputation of 
their art stonewares, and established the 
success of their bone china wares, 
decorated by such artists as David 
Dewsberry, Fred Hancock, Harry Piper, 
John Slater and Louis Bilton. The firm 
became known as Royal Doulton from 1902 
and in the ensuing century has remained a 
major force in the manufacture of fine china, 
ornaments and sanitary ware. 

Fine and typical examples by Florence 
and Hannah Barlow, Eliza Simmance and 
George Tinworth were included in Sir 
Henry Doulton's 1892 donation to the 
Queensland Art Gallery. One of the most 
striking objects in this group is a porcelain 
vase in teardrop shape with the long neck 
moulded in the Persian manner, decorated 
by Louis Bilton with gum blossoms in 
polychrome colours and fine gilt detail. 

We know surprisingly little about the life 
of Louis Bilton (c. 1860-1910). According to 
Desmond Eyles, the authority on Doulton, 
Louis Bilton trained under William Mussill 
(1828-1906), a gifted painter of flowers and 
birds at Mintons. The 1881 British Census 

Doulton & Co (Burslem) manufacturer, England, Louis 

Bilton (c. 1860-1910) decorator, England, c. 1892. 

Vase c. 1892, painted decoration on bone china and gilt, 

80.5 x 33 cm diam. Collection Art Gallery of South 

Australia, Gift of George Brookinan 1899. Almost 

certainly this vase was exhibited in the World's 

Columbian Exhibition, Chicago, 1893 
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