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SIMPSON’S ANTIQUES

r1NE A UBTRALIAN ANIIOQOUES?

A rare and important Australian Art Pottery figure of a kookaburra
in the manner of Martin Bros by L.J. Harvey, h 16.5cm

- Casuarina Press’s landmark new publication Australian Art Pottery 1900-1950
edited by Kevin Fahy, Keith Free, John Freeland and Andrew Simpson now available

Visit the website www.casuarinapress.com.au for details

~ BY APPOINTMENT
Mobile: 0404 051 999  Fax: 02 9518 0577
PO Box 643 Woollahra, NSW 1350
Email: simpson@casuarinapress.com.au
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Parian porcelain
tear-drop shaped
vase with long neck
in the Persian
manner; painted with
gum blossoms in
polychrome colonrs
and gilt details.
50 x 23 x 23om.
Queensland Art
Gallery Acc.
4:0077, gift of
Sir Henry Doulton
1892

GLENN R. COOKE

ir Henry Doulton (1820-1897), the
director of the famous pottery,

Doulton & Company, decided to
deposit a selection of the best of his
factory’s products throughout the British
Commonwealth with the view of
encouraging appreciation of English
ceramics as well as inspiring emulation

for the nascent industries of England’s
far flung colonies. Thus, in 1892, he
presented a selection of some dozen
items to the Queensland Museum. A
much larger group of works was
presented to the Museum of Applied Arts
and Sciences, Sydney.

When the Queensland Art Gallery was
established three years later, they were
transferred to the new organisation as fine
examples of ‘art industry’. In effect, the
decorative arts were one of the first aspects

APPLIED ART.

Louis Bilton
and Australian flora

to be represented in the collection.

The Doulton Pottery and Porcelain
Company was established by John Doulton
(1793-1873) at Lambeth, South London, in
1815 as ‘Doulton & Watts’ and was known
as such until 1858, when it became Doulton
& Co. It specialised in stoneware sanitary,
domestic, laboratory and other useful
articles. In about 1860 it began to revive
earlier types of stoneware, notably copies of
18th century brown stoneware vessels, and
from 1862 onwards it produced salt-glazed
stonewares with blue decoration.

From 1866 the pottery was closely
associated with the Lambeth School of Art,
then directed by the progressive John
Sparkes, who trained such famous potters as
the Martin brothers and George Tinworth.

In 1870 the French painter J.C. Cazin
joined Doulton and introduced  sgraffito
techniques, which were taken up by
Hannah Barlow and her sister Florence,
who worked for Doulton from the 1870s

Doulton & Co

(Burslem),

ollection

ensland

h Plague.
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LOUIS BILTON when visiting

Ulustration of the Plague
decorated by Bilton from
Richard T. Baker: The
Australian Flora in Applied
Art, Sydney, 1915, fig. 25






