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Nineteenth Century Silver and 
Goldsmiths (Jewellers) of 

Western Australia -
Swan River Colony. 

The First Smiths 
Dorothy 

As was outlined in a previous article (Au­
stralia?™, Vol.10 No.4 1988) Western Australia 
did not commence at the same time as the 
settlements on the east coast nor did it 
develop in tandem with the east coast. When 
Western Australia was founded in 1829 it 
comprised all of the continent that was not 
already The Colony of New South Wales. 
There was little love lost between the two 
sides. The older more prosperous east scorn­
ing the tiny struggling colony clinging as a 
series of settlements to the west coast. The 
free and gentle born westerners scorning the 
convict blood and commercial dealings of the 
east. 

Successful goldsmiths were amongst the 
first settlers in Western Australia but it does 
not appear that their intention was to con­
tinue in this line of business permanently. 
They came for the chance to own land and be 
styled gentlemen. 

Due partially to ill preparedness with the 
first settlers arriving before surveying was 
completed, to a shortage of labour and later 
to the lack of self government which would 
have allowed the colony to raise capital for 
works as well as to adverse publicity circu­
lated by other colonies attempting to attract 
emigrants with capital, Western Australia, 
the experiment in private enterprise, was 
very slow in developing and the number of 
settlers remained extremely small until the 
gold rushes of the 1880s. Those who could 
afford it still went regularly to Europe to 
purchase their furniture, plate paintings and 
clothing (of which jewellery was an estab­
lished part) and so very little jewellery was 
made in the colony before 1870. What little 
was made is of course very difficult to trace, 
to collect, or to find to illustrate this article. 

The first goldsmiths to arrive were John 

Erickson 
Gresswell and his partner W.H. Harris who 
sailed out in 1831 in their boat The jolly Ram­
bler with families and possessions - intent no 
doubt on becoming landed gentry. After two 
years Harris moved on to Sydney and 
Gresswell continued his pastoral and mer­
cantile interests including opening The Vau-
xhall Tavern. He had competition in the 
retailing field from Sampson and Habgood, 
two of the larger merchants and does not 
appear to have established himself a 
goldsmith until 1841 when he moved to a 
new address in Perth across from where one 
of the grandest houses in the colony, 
Knight's "Mount House", was built a few 
years later. 

Gresswell was formerly a manufacturing 
goldsmith and silversmith in London with fif­
teen years experience. In Perth he probably 
worked from his home whilst running his 
other interests - a common practice at the 
time. He appears to have been quite success­
ful in the mercantile arena owning considera­
ble portions of land and a house set in exten­
sive orchards reaching down to the river. 
(Fig.l) He was active as a goldsmith and 
assayer at least until 1870. Unfortunately to 
date no work from his hand has been iden­
tified nor is his mark known. As an assayer 
he was less successful for he found stones 
from the Eastern Districts brought to him in 
1854 not to be gold bearing. These Eastern 
Districts are now the fabulous Golden Mile, 
Coolgardie and Southern Cross fields. 

Also in the colony at this time were two 
other men who, despite lack of proper train­
ing, were making some jewellery. John 
Rodemski, Engineer, made wedding rings 
and John Bowra, discharged from the 96th 
Regiment on his marriage, became a 
clockmaker with the government contract. 
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...:* 
Fig.l Perth c.1870s with goldsmith GreswelVs house in centre foreground with 
photo Roger Webber. 

running down to River Coll. R.W.A.H. 

An advertisement in the Almanack of 1861 
claims him as a chronometer, watch and 
clockmaker. 

Only one other trained goldsmith arrived 
to stay permanently before 1850. His name 
was Frederic Glaskin. Educated at the 
Bluecoat School and apprenticed to the firm 
of Hopgoods in London he arrived in 1849 
but was not to set up as a goldsmith until 
1853 and then in partnership with the son of 
his former master. He claimed to be a 
member of the Goldsmiths Company in Lon­
don but this has not been substantiated. No 
work from his hand has been sighted but as 
his descendants live in Western Australia it is 
still possible some may be traced. He too was 
an entrepreneur setting up a soap manufac­
tory when there was a shortage in the colony. 
City Clerk, auctioneer and Deacon of the 
Congregational Church he was to train his 
son who continued in the business. In 1880 
he was established in St Georges Terrace, 
next to Sandfords neo-gothic Boys School. 
Here he made not only soap which he 
exhibitied in the Perth International Exhibi­
tion of 1881 but also chains and rings to order 
(Fig.l). 

One goldsmith of considerable capability 
was in the colony from 1842 to 1859. This was 
Thomas Habgood maker of the Stirling Cup, 
now in the collection of the W.A. Museum. 
This cup was presented to Captain Stirling in 
1833 by the grateful settlers on the Swan. 
Habgood's brother Robert Mace Habgood 
and another brother William were bankers, 
landowners and merchants in the colony. 
Thomas made the cup in Hatton Garden 
some years before he emigrated. It is signed 
Thomas Habgood fecit Hatton Garden. His 

brother who returned to London in 1859 
described himself as "Merchant and 
Goldsmith" and it is possible that gold and 
silversmithing were a family enterprise. 

The cup is inscribed: 

Presented to Captain James Stirling R.N., 
First Governor of the Colony of Western 

ADVEUTISEMENTS. 

The Oldest and Best House in the Trade. 

P. GLASKIN 

(freeman of Goldsmith's Company, City of London). 

HAS »lw»J*# io itock ft large auortmeot of Jcwcllcrv, Wttchci, 
Clocln, Spectacle*, Kcftdiug OUwtei, Scaclliug Uottlci, Cow 

paisti, Xliimblci, ic., Ac. 

CHAIXS, lU.N'GS, ETC., MADE TO ORDER. 

St. George'* Terrace, oeit to Boj«' Govcrnmeul School. 

S3 M©W KftNUFAGTWRCNG 

Io Fri«« *ad Qiulity to eoinptU with taj imported from EogUod 

or U>* otbor COIOSIM. 

TALLOW purebftied ID Iftrgo or im»]l qusntitiff, tt tb« higeeit 

price. 

F A C T O R Y : 

ST. GEORGE'S TERRACE, PERTH. 

fig.l Advertisement, Herald W.A. Almanac, 
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Australia by the relatives and friends of 
the Settlers at Swan River in testimony of 
their admiration of the wisdom, decision 
and kindness uniformly displayed by him, 
and of their gratitude for his strenuous 
exertions with the Colonial Department 
for the benefit of that Settlement. 

The intricate workmanship of the cup is 
somewhat more ornate than is usual in West­
ern Australian owned silver. Agricultural 
implements, animals and foliage are chased 
on the body of the cup which is supported by 
four dolphins. The cover also chased and 
repousse is surmounted by a large three 
dimensional swan (Fig.3). Whether Thomas 
made any work during his time in the colony 
is doubtful. As a wealthy merchant involved 
in whale oil and candlemaking he probably 
had no need to take up the hammer himself. 
He and his brother Robert Mace returned to 
England in 1859 for the education of their 
children. 

The Convicts 

The shortage of labour became acute when 
prosperity brought by export of wheat, wool 
and sandalwood saw "everyman" working 
for himself and so a scheme to bring in con­
victs at the end of their sentences was 
devised by some of the settlers and hatched 
by the Colonial Office who despatched the 
first convicts before the agreement was even 
complete. 

The period of Transportation which com­
menced in 1850 continued until 1868 by 
which time various convicts had worked out 
their sentences and set up in business. As 
goldsmiths have a long working life many 
continued in productive work until their 
seventies or later.Since the last convict did 
not die until 1922 the work is not unnaturally 
different from that of the eastern emancipist 
jewellers. 

Fig.3 The Stirling Presentation Cup, 1933. Made by T. Habgood, Hatton Garden, London. Coll. & photo W.A.M. 
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Transportation brought relatively few 
goldsmiths, or allied artisans, to Western 
Australia. Some dozen or so have been traced 
and of these the most interesting were Alfred 
Jackson, Fred Mason, John Welby and Henry 
Seeligson. Not a lot is known about Seelig-
son. Despite what is written in the A.D.B. 
where no mention is made of his convict 
past, he was convicted in Madras for receiv­
ing stolen goods and transported arriving in 
1864. On receiving his ticket of leave he set 
up in business and before long was in St. 
Georges Terrace just along from Government 
House where in 1870 the governess was Miss 
M.F.S. Cooke. She was to purchase from 
Seeligson "a nice gold locket and necklet, a 
couple of gold pins, and two gold brooches 
for 11 pounds." She was to leave one to have 
a pearl replaced as it was "injured". Seeligson 
went on to become a pillar of the Jewish com­
munity. Pearls it would appear were a major 
item in the local jewellery. Pearl beds had 
been discovered in 1851 though not exploited 
to any major extent until the sixties. Another 
convict jeweller to use pearls was John Welby 
who won a medal in Class 515 in 1873 at the 
London Exhibition. Further research is 
needed to establish the style of any of these 
early pearl pieces but evidence suggests 
sophisticated British or French styles which 
have hitherto gone unrecognised as being 
local work. (Not however the Germanic style 
of much of the contemporary Eastern Col­
onies goldfields work.) 

Frederick Mason also made his name with 
pearl jewellery and it is unfortunate that so 
few marks are at present known so little work 
can be reliably attributed. Mason's mark is 
possibly a "FM" in a crisp rectangular car­
touche. This mark has been found added to 
the makers mark on a Swiss watch which is in 
the collection of descendants of an employee/ 
manager of his business. The mark was illus­
trated in the previous article. 

Mason whose real name was Frederick 
May appears to have some small problem 
with names. He was convicted as John 
Mason for receiving stolen goods. He claimed 
innocence but as it was not his first offence he 
was transported in 1864. A brass finisher/ 
ormolu worker, son of a watchcase maker, he 
was apprenticed when on ticket-of-leave in 
1867 to expiree Chom Reichberg, a semi-liter­
ate engraver/jeweller whose prime industry 
was apparently dentistry (Fig.4). Reichberg 
advertised in 1867 that he made all descrip­
tions of jewellery including: gold signet rings 
with crests engraved to order; ladies gold 

rings in diamonds, pearls and precious 
stones; earrings, brooches, bracelets, Albert 
chains, Masonic ornaments, gold studs and 
sleeve links and gold pins. He could also elec-
trogild and plate so Mason would have had a 
thorough training to add to that he had 
received in England. He also worked for John 
Gresswell and a dentist B. Alexander at this 
time. In 1868 he married the widow Amelia 
Garden, nee Wilcox. 

Mason's apprenticeship with Reichberg 
ended on December 31st 1869. Reichberg 
received his conditional pardon the next 
month and complete freedom in April and 
does not appear to have remained in W.A. 
after this time so it is just conceivable that 
Mason took over the business. We know he 
had set up on his own account in Fremantle 
by 1872 as "Frederick Mason" when he adver­
tised in the Herald in June as a manufacturing 
jeweller of High street, Fremantle - "every 
description of fine gold jewellery made to 
order". He found the burgeoning pearj shell 
industry intriguing and soon was dealing in 
the "by product" - pearls. One to whom he 

Fig.4 Advertisement, Inquirer W.A. Almanac & Commercial 
Directory, 1867. 
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